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Evaluation of Public Policy on Aging in China

from the Perspective of Gender Equity
LU Jie=hua'?, ZHANG Yu-xin®
(1. Center for Social Research, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China;

2. Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)
Abstract ; Under the macro background of accelerated population aging, public policy on aging refers
to the sum of a series of social systems and public policies formulated by the state or local for the
special needs of the elderly group. Public policies on aging should usually be formulated and imple-
mented based on the demographic characteristics and corresponding needs of the elderly group. Cur-
rently in China, the aging society presents distinct gender characteristics, especially in the trend of
the increased female proportion in the elderly population, high probability of living alone, low eco-
nomic independence and poor health status of the aged female, as well as their internal differentia-
tion for those living in urban areas from rural areas or those of different ages. However, the corre-
sponding public policies on aging have not paid enough attention to gender differences in the elderly
group. It is found that the gender perspective in aging policies is still limited, paid attention to the
social participation of the elderly is insufficient, and the policies focus more on efficiency rather than
fairness. This paper proposes an analysis framework of public policy evaluation on aging based on
gender equity. Starting from the gender factors in the living situation of the elderly population, this
paper explores the prominent challenges and causes of gender equity in public policy on aging, by
investigating the three major fields of the nursing service, pension security and medical insurance. At
present, the aging policy system faces the practical problems of inadequate nursing service, insuffi-
cient economic security and unequal medical resources. With the deepening of population aging, to
improve public policy system on aging from the perspective of gender equity will help to improve the
aged female’ s situation in reality and promote gender equality.

Key Words: Gender equity; Public policy on aging; Characteristics of aging population by gender;

Policy evaluation
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